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Dear LLC 2026 applicant:
Thank you for your interest in joining the UCT YMCA Living and Learning Community (LLC), our residential program here at the UCT YMCA. Applications are now open for our 2026 community!
Since 1946 the UCT YMCA (the “Y”), located on middle campus, has been helping students grow in following Christ with their whole lives. The Y is a committed Christian community devoted to developing the whole student – body, mind and spirit. As such, we seek to form an intentional, authentic environment in which matters of life, learning and faith are intertwined. Each year, nine students are selected to live on our property and to participate in the Y’s Living and Learning Community.
The lease is for 11 months: 1 February – 31 December 2026. Rent is R 5 750 per month for a shared room and R6 950 per month for a single room, plus a refundable deposit of one month’s rent. Rent includes room, utilities, internet, lawn services, house maintenance and a weekly cleaning service. 
NSFAS-funded students: Be sure to note the discrepancy between rental costs and what NSFAS will provide. You are responsible to ensure the difference is covered.
If accepted into the program, the deposit (one month’s rent) is required by 15 January 2026. 
The terms of the lease allow for residence during the academic year, including the mid-year vacation. 
If accepted 2026 residents need to arrive early, we offer a daily rate of R150/night in January. 
IMPORTANT: Accepted students MUST be on the premises latest Wednesday, 4 February 2026. Orientation will take place on Thursday, 5 February 2026. Attendance at orientation is mandatory.
>>HOW TO APPLY<<
Download and complete this application, then submit to jim@uct-y.org along with copies of your ID and 2026 UCT acceptance letter. If you are a foreign student, please also submit your student visa for 2026. 
We will contact your references upon receipt of your application, so please let them know. We will also arrange a time for a short interview with you as part of our selection process. 
If you have further questions, please contact me at jim@uct-y.org. 
Best regards,
Dr. Jim Gieser


The UCT YMCA Living & Learning Community Application 2026


CONTACT INFORMATION
0. Name and surname: 
0. Degree program and major(s):
0. Year at UCT in 2026:
0. Home address:
0. Email address:
0. Cell phone number:
0. Date of birth:
0. Male or female:
0. Nationality:
0. Person/Institution responsible for rent (full names + address):
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ROOM PREFERENCE
2026 room rates:
	Single room
	R6 950 pm

	Shared room
	R5 750 pm



Mark your choice(s):
· I would like to apply for a single room for 2026
· I would like to apply for a shared room for 2026
· If a single is not available, are you willing to accept a place in a shared room? Y/N
· I will be needing accommodation during January 2026 at R 150 per night (add dates below):



SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
0. The UCT YMCA Living and Learning Community is an intentional Christian community. We seek to put Jesus at the center of our faith and life. We are not looking for perfect people, simply pilgrims who desire to follow Jesus and to journey with others. In a paragraph, share some of your thoughts about your own journey of faith and belief in Jesus Christ.

0. Why do you wish to join the LLC? What kind of experience to you hope for next year? 


0. How do you think sharing a res will stretch you? How do you see yourself contributing to the community? 

MANDATORY COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAMME
We like to say that living here is not only about convenience; it’s also about commitment. Residents are expected to participate in the following: 
· The Core Project (this is a vital part of the programme; see below for details)
· Meal with fellow residents every other week (prepared by yourselves)
· An orientation evening on Thursday, 5 February 2026
· An overnight mid-year retreat in June and a year-end day retreat in November, dates TBD

The Core Project is a yearlong program that equips you to live an integrated life and lays a foundation for following Christ with all of life – body, mind and spirit. It is intended to:
· Provide a foundational "core" for living as a Christian in the world.
· Not be extra-curricular, but co-curricular in one’s education and formation, a core part of a student’s syllabus, and integrated with a student’s UCT studies.
· Address questions at the inner-most core of a person and engage these questions from a biblical foundation.
· Best understand the fundamental task, or mission, that each of us is called to as a unique follower of Jesus – our core purpose or vocation.
· Cultivate a sense of commitment to others, thereby becoming someone who is wholehearted committed to serve others.
The Core Project is composed of bimonthly Core evenings (meal and discussion), seminars, a service project, an overnight retreat during O’Week and a year-end retreat in October, and monthly meetings with a mentor. A book chosen by the Core Project director will serve as a guide for the year. 
Attendance of the Core Project is required for LLC residents, for whom the programme fee is waived.
Do you agree to participate in these activities?  Y/N

REFERENCES
A. Reference no. 1: Personal/character (friend, employer, etc.)
a. Name: 
b. Relationship to you:
c. Cellphone number:
d. Email:
B. Reference no. 2: Academic 
a. Name: 
b. Relationship to you:
c. Cellphone number:
d. Email:

******
Return this application to: jim@uct-y.org.
We will process applications as we receive them, so apply early. If accepted, you will be sent a rental contract. 
To secure your place in the programme, the contract must be signed, witnessed and delivered to Jim either in person or or via email (jim@uct-y.org) by 1 November. All supporting documents must be submitted via email by 1 December.
Deposit: your deposit, which is one month’s rent, is due by 15 January 2026. You MUST send a proof of payment to deklerkanri@gmail.com to ensure your deposit is recognized as such. 
Reference for deposit: “First name Surname + 2026”. Send proof of deposit payment to deklerkanri@gmail.com.
Move-in: accepted residents may move in from 1 February 2026 once the deposit and rental contract are received and all is in order. 
Rent due: Rent for the month of February must be received before moving in. Follow the same proof of payment procedure as for the deposit. Thereafter, rent is due by the 4th of each month. A proof of payment must always be submitted to deklerkanri@gmail.com.

Bank details: 
Standard Bank
Account Name: Students YMCA Grotto Hill 
Account type: Cheque/Current
Bank: Standard Bank Ltd.
Branch: Rondebosch
Branch Code: 02-5009
Account Number: 071492186
Reference: First name Surname + 2026
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