[image: ]



Dear LLC 2027 applicant:
Thank you for your interest in joining the UCT YMCA Living and Learning Community (LLC), our residential program here at the UCT YMCA. 
Applications are now open for our 2027 community!
The UCT YMCA Christian Study Centre is devoted to developing the whole student – body, mind and spirit. As such, we seek to be an intentional, authentic, Christ-centered community in which matters of life, learning and faith are intertwined. Each year, nine students are selected to live on our property and to participate in our Living & Learning Community. You are welcome to apply!
More details:
Lease period: 11 months, 1 February – 31 December 2027. 
Rent:  is R 6 250 per month for a shared room and R7 500 per month for a single room, plus a refundable deposit of one month’s rent. Rent includes room, utilities, internet, maintenance and a weekly cleaning service. 
NSFAS-funded students: NSFAS’s accommodation allowance is not adequate to cover your entire rent costs for the year. You are responsible for the full lease amount. NSFAS-funded applicants must demonstrate how they plan to cover the difference in their application. NSFAS funding does not cover the full cost of living at the UCT Y.  
If accepted, the deposit (one month’s rent) is required by 15 December 2026. 
Residents are allowed to remain the entire year, including the mid-year vacation. 
Accepted residents are free to move in during the month of January at a daily rate of R150/day. 
IMPORTANT: Accepted students must attend LLC Orientation Thursday, 4 February 2027. Attendance is mandatory.
>>HOW TO APPLY<<
Download and complete this application, then submit to operations@uct-y.org along with copies of your ID and 2027 UCT acceptance letter. If you are a foreign student, please also submit your student visa for 2027. 
We will contact your references upon receipt of your application, so please let them know. We will also arrange a time for a short interview as part of our selection process. 
If you have further questions, please contact me at jim@uct-y.org. 
Best regards,
Dr. Jim Gieser
The UCT YMCA Living & Learning Community Application 2027
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name and surname: 
Degree program and major(s):
Year at UCT in 2027:
Home address:
Email address:
Cell phone number:
Date of birth:
Male or female:
Nationality:
Person/Institution responsible for rent:
	Name:
	Address:
	Contact details (email and telephone number):
-----
ROOM PREFERENCE
2027 room rates:
	Single room
	R7 500 pm

	Shared room
	R6 250 pm



Mark your choice(s):
· I would like to apply for a single room for 2027
· I would like to apply for a shared room for 2027
· If a single is not available, are you willing to accept a place in a shared room? Y/N

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
1. The UCT YMCA Living and Learning Community is an intentional Christian community. We seek to put Jesus at the center of our communal faith and life. We are not looking for perfect people, simply pilgrims who desire to follow Jesus and to journey with others. Please share with us a bit of your own faith journey. 
a. How did you come to believe in Jesus? How has that made a difference in your life? 
b. What has been challenging? How are you still growing – or in what areas do you want to grow?
2. Why do you wish to join the LLC? 
3. How do you see yourself contributing to the community? 
4. Will this be a stretching experience for you in some ways? 
5. NSFAS-funded students: If you are a NSFAS-funded student, you must demonstrate how you plan to pay the rental shortfall not covered by the NSFAS accommodation allowance. Please do so below.

REQUIRED COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAMME
We like to say that living at the Y is not just about convenience; it’s also about commitment. We believe the following components are not only feasible alongside your studies but will contribute to your holistic personal and spiritual development. 
Residents are expected to participate in the following: 
· Regular participation in The Core Project - see below for details
· An evening meal with fellow residents every other week (prepared by yourselves)
· An orientation evening on Thursday, 4 February 2027
· An overnight mid-year retreat immediately following Semester 1 exams, and a year-end, one-day retreat in November following Semester 2 exams. Dates TBD.

THE CORE PROJECT is a yearlong programme that equips you to live an integrated life and lays a foundation for following Christ with all of your life – body, mind and spirit. It is intended to:
· Provide a foundational "core" for living as a Christian in the world.
· Not be extra-curricular, but co-curricular in one’s education and formation, a core part of a student’s syllabus, and integrated with a student’s UCT studies.
· Address questions at the inner-most core of a person and engage these questions from a biblical foundation.
· Best understand the fundamental task, or mission, that each of us is called to as a unique follower of Jesus – our core purpose or vocation.
· Cultivate a sense of commitment to others, thereby becoming someone who is wholeheartedly committed to serve others.
The Core Project is composed of bimonthly Core evenings (meal and discussion), seminars, a service project, two retreats (an overnight retreat in February O’Week and a year-end, one-day retreat in October) and monthly meetings with a mentor. 
The participation fee for The Core Project is waived for LLC residents.

Do you agree to participate in these activities?  Y/N

REFERENCES
A. Reference no. 1: Personal/character (friend, employer, etc.)
a. Name: 
b. Relationship to you:
c. Cellphone number:
d. Email:
B. Reference no. 2: Academic 
a. Name: 
b. Relationship to you:
c. Cellphone number:
d. Email:	Comment by Luleka Domo: Given the personal information collected in this form (ID numbers, dates of birth, referee contact details), consider adding a short consent statement confirming how this information will be used and that referees may be contacted.


Return this application to operations@uct-y.org.
An interview is a part of the application process. Once this portion is completed and received, we will contact you to make these arrangements. 
Acceptance: If accepted, you will be sent a rental contract. To secure your place in the programme, the lease contract must be signed, witnessed and delivered to Jim or Luleka either in person or or via email (operations@uct-y.org) by 1 December 2026.  All supporting documents must be submitted by 15 December 2026.
Deposit: Your deposit, which is one month’s rent, is due by 15 December 2026. You MUST send a proof of payment to operations@uct-y.org and to deklerkanri@gmail.com., our bookkeeper, to ensure your deposit is recognized as such. 
Reference for deposit: “First & Surname + LLC 2027”. Send proof of deposit payment to operations@uct-y.org and to deklerkanri@gmail.com.
Move-in: Accepted residents may move in from 1 February 2027 once the deposit and rental contract are received and all is in order. Residents may move in early for an additional R150 per night. Contact Jim if this is required. 
Rent due: Rent for the month of February must be received before moving in. Follow the same proof of payment procedure as for the deposit. 
Thereafter, rent is due by the 4th of each month. A proof of payment must always be submitted to operations@uct-y.org and to deklerkanri@gmail.com.

Bank details: 
Standard Bank
Account Name: Students YMCA Grotto Hill 
Account type: Cheque/Current
Branch: Rondebosch
Branch Code: 02-5009
Account Number: 071492186
Reference: First name & Surname + LLC 2027


CONSENT AND DATA USE STATEMENT 
By submitting this form, I confirm that the information I have provided, including my identity number, date of birth, and the contact details of my referees, is accurate and complete. I consent to UCT-Y collecting, storing, and using this information solely for the purpose of assessing my application and, where relevant, administering any resulting engagement or award. I understand that my personal information will be held securely, accessed only by authorised personnel, and retained for 12 months before being securely destroyed, in line with the Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA).
I confirm that I have obtained the consent of each person named as a referee to share their contact details with UCT-Y, and I agree that UCT-Y may contact them to verify my application and to request a reference on my behalf.
I understand that I may request access to, correction of, or deletion of my personal information at any time by contacting LLC Director.

Signature: ______________________ Date: ______________

☐ I consent to UCT-Y processing my personal information for the purpose of this application.
☐ I confirm that my referees have agreed to be contacted by UCT-Y.




Living and Learning Community at the UCT YMCA: General Programme Policies
I. Substances
a. Residents must recognize the possible effects of consumption of alcohol on the Y Living and Learning Community (LLC) and Y community at large. Therefore, consumption of alcohol is prohibited on the property throughout a student’s stay at the house.
b. The smoking of tobacco on the property is prohibited.
c. Consumption of all illegal substances is prohibited.
II. Relationships
a. Residents who have a girlfriend/boyfriend must conduct themselves with the utmost respect, not only for their significant other but also for their fellow residents. For instance, this means that they should not spend the night at the house!
b. Residents are situated at the literal centre of this community and therefore have a unique responsibility. Residents will conduct themselves according to the habits/practices traditionally associated with Christian virtue. Residents will remember their roles as ambassadors of Christ and of the Y, both in interactions with one another as well as with others.
III. Community responsibilities
a. Plan for and attend the bimonthly meal at the house.
b. Residents will organize a time for weekly community prayer. 
c. Residents will devise a system to share weekly chores.
d. The Y property, particularly the Hall, is rentable by the community. Once again, remember that residents play a critical role in helping those who visit the Y experience the welcome of Jesus.
e. Residents will be present for all LLC-programme events, including orientation in February and the mid-year and year-end retreats; LLC socials and events (e.g. beach days); residents’ bimonthly meals.
f. Guests are welcome, but please be sure to introduce them to the rest of the community! This means: alerting fellow residents in advance, introducing the guest to residents present, and ensuring the guest abides by LLC policies.
IV. Miscellaneous
a. Always ensure that security gates are locked and that the houses are not left standing open when unattended. The perimeter of the property is not secure, so we must be watchful. And it doesn’t hurt to make friends with the UCT guards!
b. You are not required to pack up your belonging during the mid-year vacation, but you MUST remove all belongings when you move out at the end of the academic year.
c. Braais will take place in the braai pit provided. 
d. Candles are strictly prohibited.
e. Respect of personal, communal and institutional property is expected. In the event that maintenance is required due to damage done by residents, the cost of the repair will be assessed and charged to the individuals responsible.
f. Parking is only for residents and day visitors. If you are having an overnight guest with a vehicle, please inform residence life staff.
g. Quiet hours are between 10 pm and 7 am.
For a more detailed discussion of these policies, including a biblical rationale, request the document UCT YMCA LLC Policies Unpacked. 


Submitting this application signifies I have read, understood and agreed to abide by the policies outlined above. 

Signature: ____________________________    Date: __________________
.
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